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Goal

•Explore the research related to the “Sold a 
Story” podcast to understand more deeply how 
it informs school and classroom practices.
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Common Misconceptions
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A Deeper Look at the Research





Mean effect size = .36

Effect sizes:

0.2 = small
0.5 = medium
0.8 = large
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Phonics in Reading Recovery??













So, what does this tell us?

• 1:1 instruction from a teacher is powerful for improving outcomes
• Students make faster gains with phonics instruction as a component
• Programs can have both assets (e.g., 1:1 instruction) and drawbacks 

(no systematic, explicit phonics instruction) simultaneously



Let’s choose programs…

• That maximize the number of research-based elements and student 
learning,
• and minimize labor and time to achieve results.













How does this happen, 
considering the deficits in the program?



es the SoR include?

Comprehension

Word 
Recognition

Phonics

Motivation, 
Engagement & Self-

efficacy



So, is it all “bad”?

• No, but it’s missing research-based elements that are strongly 
supported by research and part of the the CCSS.



https://education.jhu.edu/2020/02/evidence-for-essa/
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A Wide Variety of Methodologies 

Science of Reading Instruction

Multiple applied studies,
• of good quality design, 
• across contexts, and 
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So what?



es the SoR include?



1. ESSA reviews alone
2. Trusting reports by publishers or research that is 

not peer reviewed
3. Accepting limited research evidence
4. Trusting the publisher’s labels of “research-

based”, “evidence-based”, or “effective”
5. An alright choice vs. your best choice



Thank you!
Contact: christ@oakland.edu
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